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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough, 

VouR  Worship,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  which  incorporates  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  for  1947. 

There  was  no  major  occurrence  of  note  affecting  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  and  the  general  indications  denote  a healthy  trend  with 
regard  to  vital  statistics.  There  was  a natural  increase  of  27,  i.e. 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  a rise  to  20.5  births  per  1,000  is 
noted.  The  birth  rate  in  the  Borough  now  compares  with  that  of 
the  general  level  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  main  infections  and  infantile  mortality  show  reasonable 
figures  and  no  deaths  from  maternal  mortality  were  again  registered. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  are  unchanged  except 
that  improvements  are  foreshadowed  in  connection  with  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  house  building. 

There  are  indications  that  the  first  group  of  post-war  houses 
will  be  built  in  time  to  relieve  the  pressing  shortage  of  homes  among 
the  ex-Service  people  who  have  returned  home  to  acutely  overcrowded 
conditions.  These  cases  coupled  with  the  chronically  overcrowded, 
several  evacuated  families  in  poor  circumstances  and  the  families 
existing  in  unhealthy  surroundings  all  unite  to  present  a pressing 
problem. 

It  is  lioped  that  some  few  houses  of  the  first  allocations  will  be 
made  available  for  re-housing  and  for  the  accommodation  and  re- 
habilitation of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

On  the  whole  it  has  been  a year  of  steady  progress  with  Mr. 
Coupe  giving  his  main  attention  to  Housing  reconditioning  and  the 
completion  of  his  primary  survey.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  upon 
whom  devolves  the  general  day  to  day  work  of  the  Health  Department 
has  again  co-operated  with  his  accustomed  ready  capacity. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  J.  JONES. 
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Members  oj  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

CouNCiij.OR  (Rev.)  H.  G.  Farmar  (Chairman),  Coun'CIi.i.or 
\V.  J.  Franklin  (Mayor),  Alderman  D.  C.  Arnull,  Councillor.^ 
\V.  E.  Bird,  L.  B.  Butcher,  R.  Falconer,  L.  S.  Swann,  T.  R. 
Webb,  R.  J.  Willoughby 

Public' Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

David  J.  Jones,  b.sc.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.b.h. 
also  holds  the  appointments  of 

jMedical  Officer  of  Health  Rural  District  of  Daveiitr}^ 

IMedical  Officer  of  Health  Brackley  Borough, 
iMedical  Officer  of  Health  Brackley  Rural  District  Council, 
IMedical  Officer  of  Health  Brixworth  Rural  District  Council, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  vSchools. 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  Coupe,  m.s.i.a.,  c.r.s.i.  Certified  Inspector  of  IMeat  and  Foods 
]\Ir.  Coup'e  is  also  Shops  Act  Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1947. 


Area  (in  acres)  3,633 

Population  3,891 

Number  of  Separate  Dwellings  1,201 

Rateable  Value  £29,451 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  £116 


Live  Births — Total  80 — Rate  per  1,000  of  population  20.5 

Still  Births — Total  2 — Rate  per  1,000  of  births  24.4 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil. 

Infantile  Mortality— Total  4— Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  live  births  50.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  Nil. 


SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  vSOCIAL  CONDITlONvS. 


Area — The  Borough  comprises  3,633  acres  of  which  the  built-up 
portion  is  centred  around  the  old  town.  A good  proportion  is  farmed 
whilst  two  extensive  re.servoir.s  are  features  of  the  low’  lying  portion. 
The  town  half  is  pleasantly  elevated  whilst  close  at  hand  stands 
Borough  Hill  which  rises  to  nearly  600  ft.  above  sea  level. 

Population — The  estimated  resident  population  for  mid-year  1947 
was  3,891,  being  a decrease  of  6 compared  with  1946.  The  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  27. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  after 
correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  53.  The  figure  for 
1946  was  51.  The  death  rate  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  population 
was  13.6  compared  with  13.08  for  1946.  The  comparable  figure  for 
I'ingland  and  Wales  was  12.00. 

I'he  following  table  gives  information  regarding  deaths  over  the 
past  five  years. 


DAVKNTRY  nOROT'GH 

Standardised 

Death  Rate 

Years 

Tota  1 

Male 

I'eniale 

Recorded 

Rate 

County 

Knvland 

and 

Wales 

1943 

53 

32 

21 

13.2 

12.29 

12.10 

1944 

47 

25 

22 

12.2 

12.65 

11.60 

1945 

56 

28 

28 

14.3 

12.34 

11.40 

1946 

51 

27 

24 

13.08 

12.0 

11.50 

1947 

53 

33 

20 

13.6 

* 

12.0 

* Not  availaltle. 


o 


The  causes  of  death  as  classified  shew  no  marked  characteristics 
from  previous  years. 

Births — The  number  of  live  Ifirths  assigned  to  the  town  for  the 


year  was  80  compared 

with  68 

in  1946. 

The  birth 

i-rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  population  was  20. 

,5. 

BIRTH-RATE,  1942- 

-1947. 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Daventry  

13.9 

16.4 

16.9 

17.47 

20.5 

Administrative  County 

17.91 

20.07 

19.0 

19.17 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

21.5 

20.5 

* Not  available. 


Stillbirths — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  2 (legitimate) 
compared  with  1 in  1946.  The  stillbirth  rate  over  1,000  total  live 
and  stillbirths  was  24.4. 

Maternal  Mortality.  A very  satisfactory  record  of  no  deaths  in 
1947  maintains  last  year’s  standard. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age  was  4 (3  male,  1 female) , all  legitimate.  Of  these  deaths 
1 was  attributed  to  broncho-peumonia. 

The  death  rate  ner  1.000  live  births  was  50.0. 
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SECTION  B. 

('.UNKRAI,  PR(.)VISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available 
for  the  work  associated  with  diagnosis  and  the  control  of  infectious 
disease.  All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  take  advantage  of  the 
service.  The  Council  have  paid  an  annual  contribution  of  £1/1/- 
for  this  service. 

Diplithcriu  Anti-Toxin — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  (outside  London)  Order,  1919,  a supply  of 
anti-toxin  is  maintained  locally  and  is  -available  at  short  notice. 

Ambulance  Service — The  Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Northampton  Borough  Authorities.  Tel.  Northampton 
1402. 

For  non-Infectious  cases  and  residents,  the  ambulance  maintained 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  kept  at  the  Daventry  Autocar 
Oarage  in  New  Street,  is  available.  A rota  of  drivers  is  on  call. 
Tel.  Daventry  16  by  day,  and  Daventry  179  or  Police  by  night. 

A mileage  of  7,009  miles  was  run  on  205  calls  during  1947. 

Hon.  Secretary,  Maynard  Green,  High  Street,  Daventry. 

Nursing  in  the  Home — The  District  Nursing  Association  main- 
tained by  voluntary  contribution  is  managed  by  a local  committee. 
Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 

Midwifery  21  Maternity  25  General  22 

Ante-Natal  44 

These  figures  refer  to  new  cases  only. 

The  Committee  of  the  Daventry  Nursing  Association  is  affiliated 
to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

District  Nurse : Nurse  Berry,  25,  Kingsley  Avenue. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics — Infant  Welfare  Clinic  held  on  the 
first  and  third  Fridays  in  each  month  in  the  Abbey  Building.  An 
Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  in  the  same  premises. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics— Infant  Welfare  Clinic  held  on 
the  first  and  third  Fridays  in  each  month  in  the  Abbey  Building. 
An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  in  the  same  premises. 

HOvSPITAPS. 

Western  Northants  Joint  Hospital  Board.  This  Board  has  now 
ceased  to  maintain  the  vStaverton  Isolation  Hospital  and  its  functions 
are  being  discharged  by  means  of  the  transfer  of  cases  to  the  care 
of  Northampton  Borough.  The  isolated  situation  of  the  Hospital 
and  consequent  imp/ossibility  of  maintaining  staff  necessitated  this 
change. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  (IF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply — No  specific  complaints  arose  during  the  year  with 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  town’s  suppl3^ 

The  present  dual  .sources,  Dodford  and  IMonksmoor,  are  keeping 
pace  with  existing  demands,  but  envisaging  expanding  consum|)lion 
a second  bore-hole  is  proposed  at  the  IMonksmoor  site. 

The  Borough  Hill  plant  and  Dodford  pumping  apparatus  are  of 
some  considerable  age  and  doubtful  reliability  and  the  i)ro])osed  new 
bore  and  augmented  supidy  are  to  be  welcomed  as  a measure  ensuring 
a wider  margin  of  safety  both  with  regard  to  supply  and  quality. 

As  far  as  long  term  policy  is  concerned  and  bearing  in  mind  the 
possibility  of  the  expansion  of  demand,  the  paramount  need  is  for 
access  to  a more  stable  supply  of  water  such  as  might  be  offered  by 
a central  “ grid  ” scheme.  Thus  it  is  that  should  some  .such  scheme, 
as  the  Pitsford  Catchment  and  Nene  Pumping  affording  a buffer 
summer  supply  from  winter  storage,  be  made  available  to  the  district, 
it  would  be  politic  to  reserve  sufficient  of  such  a proffered  su]qdy. 


The  factor,  coinpclliiij^  such  an  attiUulc,  is  of  course  tlie  inlierent  one 
of  this  district  of  light  rainfall  and  the  consequent  unreliability  of  our 
available  springs. 

Such  a central  source  could  well  utilise  the  existing  reservoir 
and  distribution  mains,  but  some  standardisation  referring  to  service 
pipes  and  fittings  could  be  expected. 

Meanwhile  domestic  consumption  rises  with  the  installation  of 
Hushing  apparatus  which  is  taking  place  during  the  conversion  of 
the  old  waterless  hopper  closets  to  the  more  sanitary  type  of  wash- 
down fitting.  The  provision  of  sinks  and  internal  water  taps,  as 
well  as  the  building  of  wash-houses  is  adding  to  the  daily  demands  so 
that  the  peak  call  can  be  expected  within  the  next  few  years  when 
the  post-war  Housing  programme  is  complete. 

This  work  of  providing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  is  of  prime 
iiiq)ortance  in  the  field  of  prevention  of  disease,  there  being  no  more 
beneficial  factor  conductive  to  healthy  living  conditions  than  a 
ifientiful  supply  of  pure  water  readily  accessible  to  domestic  needs. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  built-up  portion  of  the  Borough  has 
reached  a satisfactory  standard  of  distribution,  to  jxiy  closer  attention 
to  the  pressing  demands  froxii  the  more  rural  inhabitants ! There 
are  several  farms  where  the  cleanly  production  of  milk  is  hampered 
by  the  lack  of  an  acce.ssible  water  supply,  and  the  dwellers  in  farm 
cottages  must  often  look  enviously  upon  their  more  favoured  neigh- 
bours in  the  town. 

In  the  main  the  year  has  seen  steady  progress  to  the  goal  of 
better  distribution  and  more  adequate  services,  the  Water  Committee 
having  decided  that  where  excessive  expenses  might  be  involved  in 
connection  with  long  services  to  Courts,  to  consider  laying  some 
portion  of  the  new  main  service  at  a reduced  charge. 

The  retention  even  to-day  of  the  old  auxiliary  supplies  fed  from 
private  sources  and  roof-water  and  stored  in  galvanised  and  brick 
tanks  often  situated  in  cellars  or  under  scullery  fioors,  with  direct 
overflows  to  the  sewers,  is  fraught  with  danger  to  the  householder. 
In  the  past,  along  with  the  town’s  wells,  these  sources  constituted 
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the  bulk  of  the  supply,  but  where  they  are  used  for  anything  other 
than  strictly  washing  water  they  will  continue  to  be  a menace  to 
health. 

Details  of  the  provision  of  Piped  Water  Supply  : — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  with  piped  water  direct 

to  house  from  main  supply  ...  381 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  fed  from  stand  pipes  ...  203 

(Note  : The  final  figures  giving  the  proportion  of  dwellings  with 
■ a piped  supply  may  well  be  higher  when  the  whole  town  has  been 

surveyed) . 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  re-planning  of  the  town’s 
sewerage  system  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Council’s  consultant  Engineer. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  the  continued  application 
of  the  individual  tank  method  of  disposal  within  the  precincts  of  the 
house  garden  is  fraught  with  possibilities  of  nuisance,  and  results 
ultimately  in  heavy  expense  when  sewerage  is  made  available. 

Several  parts  of  the  town  suffer  from  this  difficulty  of  access  to 
the  general  sewerage  system,  but  should  be  included  in  any  general 
new  scheme. 

Certain  portions  of  the  old  system  have  again  shown  themselves 
to  be  incapable  of  dealing  with  storm  conditions  and  will  need  relief 
when  the  new  plans  are  made. 

The  disposal  works  maintain  a reasonable  standard  of  treatment, 
but  will  doubtless  come  under  the  surveillance  of  the  engineers  at  a 
later  stage. 

The  drainage  of  house  and  business  premises  is  of  a mediocre 
standard  which  is  being  raised.  The  work  completed  to  this  end 
ranges  from  the  simi:)le  installatioir  of  the  necessary  water-closet  to 
the  wholesale  re-planning  and  re-drainage  of  complete  blocks  of  house 
property,  and  business  premises  such  as  the  Cattle  Market.  Procedure 
under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  The  Shops  Act,  1934, 
and  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Public  Health  and  Factories  Act 
have  resulted  in  widespread  improvements  in  drainage  matters. 

Disinfection— All  houses  in  which  Infectious  Disease  cases  were 
removed  were  disinfected  and  soap  was  left  with  the  householder  for 
final  cleansing. 
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In  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  the  Sanitary  Inspector  arranges  for 
disinfectant  and  soap  to  be  made  av'ailable.  The  main  attention  in 
this  particular  complaint  is  however  directed  to  the  need  for  adequate 
ventilation  and  lighting  of  the  rooms  for  the  entire  family.  In  cases 
where  the  Council  have  been  advised  that  improved  housing  con- 
ditions are  imperative,  an  allocation  of  a Council  house  has  been 
made. 

Eradication  of  Bed<Bugs — Two  infestations  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  one  being  possibly  a migratory  infestation  which  was  treated 
successfully.  The  second  case  w’as  deemed  chronic  and  the  entire 
house  had  to  be  stripped  down  to  the  plaster,  skirtings  and  architraves 
were  removed  and  a pressure  spray  of  D.D.T.,  followed  by  redecora- 
tion incorporating  the  same  insecticide,  completed  the  cure.  The 
practice  of  covering  old  papered  walls  with  new  wallpaper  is  to  be 
condemned  and  there  is  much  to  commend  the  modern  sanitary  oil- 
bound  distemper  which  does  not  harbour  vermin  and  which  is  easily 
and  cheaply  renewed. 

Moveable  Dwellings — The  stationing  of  two  temporary  dwellings 
within  the  district,  deemed  to  infringe  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Plealth  Act,  1936,  was  reported,  and  the  Council  imiwsing  certain 
conditions  regarding  water  supply  and  sanitary  matters  granted  tem- 
porary licences  in  both  cases. 

Rodent  Control — The  Sanitary  Inspector  acting  as  Rodent  Officer 
operates  a scheme  for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice.  The  Ministry 
of  Food  have  approved  the  methods  used  and  periodically  visit  the 
district  to  correlate  the  activities  of  adjoining  areas.  No  promiscuous 
issue  of  poisons  is  made  and  all  complaints  are  investigated  and  where 
necessary  premises  are  cleared  by  pre-baiting,  poisoning  and  later 
a post-bait  is  laid  to  check  the  efficacy  of  the  treatment. 

The  area  of  the  refuse  tip  is  continually  checked  and  treated 
so  that  the  tip  only  carries  a residual  rodent  population  which  is  in 
practice  very  difficult  to  eradicate. 

All  main  sewers  are  checked  twice  yearly  and  no  trace  of  infesta- 
tion has  yet  been  found. 

Certain  premises  which  are  constantly  being  reinfested  must  be 
considered  for  the  allocation  of  a service  charge  or  in  the  case  of 
serious  neglect  of  elementary  hygienic  precautions  be  considered  for 
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sUitulory  action.  The  onus  of  ensuring  that  food  premises  are  kept 
in  sucli  a state  that  rodents  are  not  attracted  is  rightly  laid  upon 
the  occupier.  In  the  interest  of  health,  and  a plain  duty  to  prevent 
the  contamination  of  foodstuffs  and  thus  con.serve  supplies,  more 
rigorous  preventive  measures  must  be  applied  where  rodent  infestation 
is  perennial. 

Schools — The  three  schools  situated  within  the  area  contrast  in 
amenities.  The  Grammar  School  is  housed  in  modern  buildings  and 
is  ideally  situated.  The  two  schools  serving  the  other  educational 
needs,  whilst  not  being  up  to  modern  standards,  are  basically  struc- 
turally .satisfactory.  Certain  alterations  in  .siting  and  design  of  the 
sanitary  arrangements  are  being  made,  whilst  plans  are  afoot  to  re- 
organise the  kitchens  at  the  Meals  Centre  in  Foundr}'-  Place. 

Factories  Act,  1937 — Under  this  Act  there  are  now  only  two 
types  of  factory,  power  and  non-pov.-cr,  and  the  re-compilation  of  the 
P'actories  Register  has  necessitated  the  registration  of  many  premises 
which  have  hitherto  only  been  accepted  as  workplaces. 

w 

Co-operation  is  close  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  this  !■ 
results  in  smoother  working  in  the  mutual  effort  of  improving  factory  i 
conditions  of  work  and  amenity.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  place 
on  record  the  existence  of  such  relations  e.specially  where  duties  are 
so  closely  related. 

The  N.F.S.  (Fire  Prevention  Branch)  now  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Council  has  also  profcrred  aid  with  technical  problems 
and  this  has  been  accepted. 

Ill  the  main  the  Local  Authorities’  requirements  are  well  met 
within  the  district. 

The  findings  of  such  results  as  may  be  forthcoming  from  the 
INIedical  Authorities  who  are  investigating  the  incidence  of  pulmonary 
tubeiculosis  among.st  certain  occupations  within  the  boot  and  shoe 
trade  are  not  3-01  to  hand. 

The  number  of  P'actories  registered  is  45. 
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ADMINLSTRATION  ( )F 

Part  I 


I'ACToRIKvS 
UK  THE  Act. 


ACT, 


1937. 


1.  lnsi)ections  for 

the  purposes  of  the 

provisions  as  to 

health 

(including  inspections 

made  by 

Sanitary  Inspectors) . 

Premises 

No.  on 

Insp. 

Written 

( )l  C. 

Rejiisler 

Notices 

Pros. 

Factories 

Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 .. 

eiif.  by  L.A. 

Factories 

13 

20 

5 

Nil 

Sec.  7 by  L.A. 

28 

42 

4 

Nil 

Other  premises 

Sec.  7 enf.  by  L.A.  ... 

4 

G 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Total 

45 

68 

9 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Foi’nd 


Particulars 

Pound 

Remedied 

Prosec. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Nil 

Overcrowding- 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temp. 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

Inefficient  drainage  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

0 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

0 

(c)  not  se])arate  for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

(not  including  Outwork) 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

9 

9 

0 

SCAVENGING. 

Refuse  collection  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  by  means  of  motor 
transport  on  fixed  days  fortnightly.  The  tip  is  controlled  and  is 
situated  within  the  Borough  off  the  Ashby  Road. 


Bins  have  not  returned  to  the  pre-war  standard  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  replacing  the  old  worn-out  containers  which  have  long 
served  their  useful  purpose.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  a check  of 
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the  receptacles  must  soon  be  made  and  some  standard  of  hyRienic 
storage  of  refuse  restored  in  the  interests  of  health. 

PETROLEUM  REGISTRATIONS. 

Number  of  licences  to  store  petroleum  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  licences  to  store  carbide  of  calcium  Nil 

No  accident  due  to  the  methods  of  transport  or  storage  of  in- 
llanimables  was  recorded  during  the  year  and  stores  were  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  Home  Office  has  foreshadowed  the 
intention  to  augment  the  existing  legislation  referring  to  flameproof 
electrical  fittings  and  new  work  is  checked  so  that  it  conforms  to 
the  standard  soon  to  be  enforced. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  survey  of  the  Housing  situation  within  the  Borough  is 
rapidly  nearing  completion  and  results  to  date  leave  no  grounds  for 
complacency.  The  task  ahead  must  be  viewed  with  some  misgiving. 
At  the  present  rate  of  reconditioning  and  demolition  it  must  be  obvious 
that  we  cannot  keep  up  with  the  steady  deterioration  which  reduces 
once  habitable  dwellings  to  something  approaching  the  worst  type 
of  slums. 

It  would  appear  that  once  the  fabric  of  a building  commences 
to  decay  the  internal  arrangements  soon  fail.  Dampness  and  the 
elements  inliltrate,  and  the  occuiiants  faced  with  rotten  floors,  falling 
plaster  and  dark  stuffy  rooms  soon  lose  interest  in  their  domestic 
affairs  and  become  completely  apathetic  to  their  surroundings. 

This  attitude  of  mind  reflected  in  the  dingy  kitchens,  dirty  floors, 
undistempered  walls  is  quite  apparent  and  although  it  might  be  easy 
to  condemn  as  shiftless,  should  perhaps  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  it  being  but  one  facet  of  the  whole  problem  of  the  socially  unsecure. 

The  people  who  dwell  in  these  more  abject  surroundings  are  not 
always  the  poorest,  nor  again  are  they  the  most  ignorant.  All  too 
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often  can  be  noted  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  hovels  and  again  as  a 
counterpart,  filth  where  it  need  never  occur. 

We  must  remember  that  even  re-housing  does  not  always  redeem 
these  problem  families  although  the  ultimate  solution  does  neces- 
sarily depend  on  some  improvement  in  environment.  It  is  a widely 
held  belief  that,,  some  method  of  upward  decantation  whereby  reason- 
ably behaved  tenants  are  accommodated  in  the  l>est  houses,  leaving 
the  poorest  types  to  reach  the  best  cla.ss  of  accommodation  by  stages 
of  rehabilitation.  The  imi)ortant  point  is,  that  the  supervision  which 
ensures  that  under  trained  care  these  low-grade  families  maintain 
a reasonable  standard  in  their  social  obligations,  is  not  lost  when 
re-housing  takes  place.  To  discover  and  encourage  the  decent 
instincts  of  the  problem  families  and  to  sustain  an  attitude  of  mind 
conductive  to  communal  health  must  remain  our  chief  objective. 

Since  May  when  the  allocation  of  the  first  post-war  houses  was 
made  there  has  been  some  concern  that  in  the  press  of  re-housing 
our  acute  cases  of  overcrowding,  it  has  been  necessary  to  by-pass 
the  chronically  ill-housed,  a few  problem  families  complicated  by 
numerous  children,  and  the  many  genuine  ai)i)licants  from  the  all 
too  numerous  sub-standard  houses  in  the  town.  We  must  certainly 
face  the  fact  that  some  pruning  of  the  worst  of  our  slums  is  immediate- 
ly necessary. 

A parallel  problem  to  that  of  the  acute  case  is  the  well  defined 
one  of  the  basically  unfit  house.  These  are  far  too  numerous  to  con- 
template relief  by  demolition,  and  indeed  prove  more  difficult  to 
remedy  by  reason  of  their  very  numbers.  Whole  blocks  of  these 
“ short-life  ” dwellings,  roofs  leaking,  fittings  and  fabric  in  a state 
of  disrepair,  and  lacking  the  elementary  amenities  of  water  supply, 
washing  accommodation  and  sanitary  conveniences,  must  receive 
“ first-stage  ” reconditioning. 

From  the  figures  obtained  from  the  .survey  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  bulk  of  the  working-class  houses  in  the  town  require  this  first- 
stage  reconditioning,  entailing  the  provision  of  primary  essentials. 
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Uuch  family  must  have  access  to  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  sanitary 
accommodation,  reasonable  means  of  storing  and  cooking  food,  means 
of  washing,  and  a standard  of  general  maintenance  far  in  advance 
of  the  existing  standard.  It  is  w’itli  these  house  wdiich  are  deemed 
worthwhile  and  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  that  the  bulk 
of  the  reconditioning  work  is  being  done. 

Several  schemes  have  been  formulated  to  deal  w'ith  suitable  l)locks 
of  houses,  but  difficulties  associated  with  building  licensing  and  the 
availability  of  building  labour  and  materials  have  held  up  the  actual 
work.  Detailed  plans  of  work  required  to  convert  back-to-back 
houses  to  through  houses  have  akso  been  prepared  and  it  is  hoped 
to  change  these  unsuitable  dwellings  into  more  reasonable  types. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  administration  of  the  Ministry  of  Works 
Building  Dicensing  scheme,  although  in  itself  a safeguard  against 
promiscuous  building  work,  has  entailed  a great  deal  of  work  and 
has  been  the  main  factor  in  delaying  the  completion  of  the  housing 
survey.  To  what  extent  relief  may  be  expected  depends  on  many 
factors  beyond  the  purview  of  this  report. 

The  future  of  the  towm’s  housing  is  therefore  tied  up  whth  the 
policy  of  the  central  authorities,  coupled  with  the  quality  of  the  effort  j 
made  locally  to  implement  such  progress  as  is  allow’ed. 

Is  it  therefore  possible  to  look  ahead  to  the  removal  wdthin  the 
near  future  of  a number  of  the  town’s  worn  out  dwellings,  and 
visualise  the  remaining  houses  reasonably  repaired  and  fitted? 

But  we  must  not  depict  the  Housing  problem  contained  w'ithin 
a small  town  as  one  beyond  solution.  Admittedly  the  situation  is 
I'oor,  and  whilst  a great  many  houses  can  be  said  to  condemn  them- 
selves, each  one  removed  leaves  more  light  and  air  space  for  the  greater  : 
bulk  which  wall  remain. 

Meanwhile  with  a list  of  applicants  numbering  over  400  the  need 
for  new  houses  is  paramount. 
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Tlie  following  is  a summary  of  housing  work  carried  out  duriirR- 
the  year : — 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts 

Number  of  Inspections 

Number  categorised  as  Unfit 

Number  remedied  by  Informal  Action  ... 

Number  of  representations  made 


(a)  for  service  of  Works  Notice 

(b)  for  making  of  Demolition  or  Closijig  ( )rders 
Number  of  Notices  served  ... 

Number  of  Houses  rendered  P'it 
Number  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders 


Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking  was 
accepted  under  Sub-Sec.  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
Number  of  houses  demolished 


^ umber  of  Houses  having  sanitary  accommodation  prejud'cial 
to  health  ... 

Number  of  Houses  without  separate  sanitary  accommodation  ... 

Num])cr  of  Houses  without  sufficient  drainage  or  sinks 

Number  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation  and  impossible  to  render 
fit  at  reasonable  cost 

Number  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation  and  capable  of  rei)air 
at  reasonable  cost  

Number  of  w.c.’s  installed  complete  with  flu.shing  apparatus 

Numl)er  of  miscellaneous  works  of  drainage  attended  including 
the  fitting  of  sinks  

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur])Ose  of  the  above 
work 


401 

498 

103 

82 


26 

12 

18 

15 

2 

2 

0 


105 

83 


125 


83 

75 

45 


85 


168,^ 


Bye-Laws  governing  shared  Dwellings— A request  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  allow  the  Council  to  prepare  anci  submit  Bye-laws  in 
respect  of  houses  let  otherwise  tlian  to  one  family,  to  .strcngtlien  the 
statutory  powers  already  held,  was  deemed  to  be  inopi)ortune  and 
until  more  .stable  conditions  returned  the  Council  were  asked  to  defer 
the  consideration  of  this  matter.  Various  difficulties  arising  from 
the  e\er-increasing  number  of  conversions  of  large  houses  into  separate 
hnts  had  given  rise  to  this  request. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPI'XTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Livestock  (Restriction  on  vSlanghtcring)  Order,  1940. 

The  continued  application  of  the  war-time  control  of  food  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  affects  the  problems  facing  supervision  of  food  within 
its  area.  Where  in  the  past  animals  were  slaughtered,  dressed,  and 
sold  under  its  local  surveillance,  the  standard  was  that  accepted  by 
the  local  inspector  who  was  able  to  maintain  a reasonable  degree  of 
control. 

In  these  post-war  days  the  inspector’s  powers  are  restricted  to 
storage  and  retail  sale.  The  presumed  merits  of  central  control  of 
slaughtering,  discussed  in  so  facile  a fashion,  are  not  proving  quite 
so  beneficial  in  this  utilitarian  stage. 

The  local  standard  is  lowered  to  accept  meat  often  of  poor  grade, 
badly  cooled  due  to  central  storage  difficulties,  especially  where  long 
deliveries  are  made  in  hot  weather,  and  too  often  then  contaminated 
by  gross  mishandling  in  transit. 

It  would  seem  that  districts  like  Daventry  capable  of  supplying 
a convenient  local  area,  must  be  re-considered  when  the  question  of 
reorganisation  of  slaughtering  centres  is  considered. 

Milk  Supply — Producer  retailers  are  not  common  within  the  dis- 
trict, the  demand  for  Pasteurised  and  Designated  (T.T.)  being  met 
by  outside  sources,  but  this  again  involves  ex])ensive  and  needless 
transiiort  with  consequent  deleterious  efi'ects  on  the  keeping  qualities 
of  the  milk. 

vSamples  are  taken  regularly  ami  producers  who  sell  their  milk 

to  the  Pool  (Milk  Marketing  Board)  reach  a welcome  standard  of 
cleanliness. 


The  results  of  the  analysis  being  Pasteurised  (Phosphotase  Test 
for  completeness  of  Pasteurising  process)  ...  16  Satisfactory 

1 Unsatisfactory 

Raw  Milk  {Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test  giving  check  on 
cleanliness  of  milk) 

Uood  Satisfactory  Mcxlerate  Bad 

21  11  1 Nil 

The  above  returns  are  indicative  of  the  results  of  local  attention 
associated  to  the  problems  of  clean  milk  ]iroduction.  The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  indicated  their  intention  to  sup.er- 

sede  local  authories  in  this  supervision  of  cleanly  milk  production, 
but  from  year  to  year  have  asked  the  local  staffs  to  continue  the 
supervision  until  such  time  as  new  staffs  are  available. 

Whereas  in  the  past  .some  local  authorities  may  have  been  remiss 
in  their  fundamental  obligations  as  far  as  exercisin.g  control  over  milk 
production  and  sale,  their  staff  have  acquired  a vast  fund  of  technical 
knowledge  and  exDerienro  in  the  production  of  clean  milk  and 
apparently  are  to  lo.se  touch  with  the  supervision  of  one  of  the  .stajile 
foodstuffs  in  a misinformed  effort  to  create  further  officials. 

Within  the  district  plans  are  being  prepared  to  re-build  three 
cowsheds  and  ancillarv  dairv  premises,  but  the  question  of  a mains 
water  supply  to  several  farm  premises  is  exercising  your  In.spector. 

food  PRKMISES 

Bakehouses— Four  bakehouses  were  entirely  re-conditioned  during 
the  past  year,  necessitating  structural  and  sanitary  work,  water  siqiply 
as  well  as  re-decoration.  The  standard  in  other  bakehouses  leaves 
something  to  be  desired,  but  generally  the  level  of  cleanline.ss  has 
been  raised. 

Shops — The  question  of  .sanitary  accommodation  and  the  provision 
of  hot  and  cold  water  and  washing  facilities  has  concerned  your 
Inspector  and  most  shops  which  handle  food  have  now  been  ap- 
proached to  provide  these  minimum  requirements  for  hygienic  food 
handling.  Thousands  of  unnecessary  ca.ses  of  food  poi.soning  and 
bowel  infections  are  transmitted  via  unclean  hands  throughout  the 
country,  and  an  effort  to  check  this  spread  of  disease  must  be  exiiectcd 
from  shopkeepers  and  their  staffs.  The  provision  of  facilities  to  tliis 
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end  is  tile  ilrst  stej)  and  the  importance  of  tlieir  scrupulous  use  cannot 
be  too  strongly  emp'hasised. 

FOOD  AND  DRUOvS  ACT,  1938,  Sec.  14. 

Numlier  of  premises  registered  under  vSec.  14  ...  ...  7 

Numiier  of  premises  registered  under  Sec.  51  ...  ...  1 


SLAUGIITKR  OF'  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

F'ive  licences  were  issued  to  the  regular  slaughtermen,  who  are 
mainly  desirous  of  retaining  their  status,  and  who  only  occasionally 
slaughter  casualties  or  cottage  pi.gs  within  the  district. 

One  registered  slaughter  house  remains  on  the  register. 


DETAILS  OF  FOOD  SURRENDFIRFD  UNDER  SEC.  10,  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Jaffa  Oranges 
Evapor.ited  Milk 
Tea 

Processed  Peas 
Baked  Beans 
Pork  Meat  (tinned 
Jam  (tinned) 
vSoup 
vSalmon 

Carrots  (tinned) 
vSardines 

Macaroni  (tinned) 
vStewed  Steak  (tinned' 
Pudding  (tinned) 
.Sausage  (tinned) 
Tomatoes  (tinned) 
Bacon  (tinned) 
Beetroot  (tinned) 
Black  puddings 
Dates 
Pilchards 
Oats  (flaked) 

Cod 

Beef  (Corned) 

Bacon 

Fish  Balls  ... 

Fv.g.gs 

Peaches 


LS 


23  lbs. 

95 — 14F  oz.  tins 
24 — 4 oz.  packets 
47 — 16  oz.  tins 
11  — 16  oz.  tins 

3 —  12  oz.  tins 

4 —  2 lb.  tins 
29^ — 16  oz.  tins 
11 — 16  oz.  tins 
21 — 24  oz.  tins 
3 — J oz.  tins 

1 — 14  oz.  tin 

3 —  16  oz.  tins 
2 — 16  oz.  tins 
9—16  oz.  tins 

4 —  16  oz.  tins 

2 —  22  oz.  tins 
1 — 16  oz.  tin 

6 lbs. 

350  lbs. 

1 — 16  oz.  tin 
4 cwts. 

13  stones 
26 — 12  oz.  tins 
3^  lbs. 

6 — 16  oz.  tins 

7 dozen 

3 —  16  oz.  tins 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  8 cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified, 
all  measles. 

Tuberculosis — The  responsible  authority  for  the  care  of  the  tuber- 
cular is  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council,  whose  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  receives  a Weekly  Return  of  Tubercular  cases,  removals, 
etc.,  from  the  Borough. 

Institutional  treatment  is  afforded  where  necessary  and  several  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  “ pick  ups  ” have  been  admitted  for  treatment. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  note  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  County 
wide  check  up  so  made. 

.\ge  periods 
years 

0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 

15—25 

Two  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  male 
‘adolescents. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  I mm  uni  sa- 


tion  at  any  time 

up  to 

31st 

December, 

1946. 

Total 

Age  at  31/12/45  Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5—9 

10--14 

under 

15 

Vear  born 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

’38  42 

’33.37 

No.  Immunised  ... 
Estimated  Alid-year 
popu'.ation  1947 

1 

26 

37 

321 

36 

37 

210 

528 

252 

599 

849 

New  Cases  during  1947. 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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end  is  the  first  stc])  and  the  importance  of  their  scrnpiiloiis  use  cannot 
be  too  strongly  emj>hasised. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  Sec.  14. 

Nundicr  of  ])rcmises  registered  under  Sec.  14  ...  ...  7 

Xuml)er  of  premises  registered  under  Sec.  51  ...  ...  1 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

I'ive  licences  were  issued  to  the  regular  slaughtermen,  who  are 
mainly  desirous  of  retaining  their  .status,  and  who  only  occasionally 
shinghtcr  casualties  or  cottage  pi.gs  within  the  district. 

One  registered  slaughter  house  remains  on  tlic  register. 


DICTAILS  OF  FOOD  SURRENDERED  UNDER  SEC. 
AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


10,  FOOD 


JalTa  Oranges 

. 

...  23  lbs. 

Flvapor.rted  Milk 

95 — 14i  oz.  tins 

Tea 

24 — 4 oz.  packets 

Processed  Peas 

47 — 16  oz.  tins 

Baked  Beans 

1 1 — 16  oz.  tins 

Pork  Meat  (tinned) 

...  3—12  oz.  tins 

Jam  (tinned) 

4 — 2 lb.  tins 

vSoup 

29 — 16  oz.  tins 

vSalmon 

1 1 — 16  oz.  tins 

Carrots  (tinned) 

...  21 — 24  oz.  tins 

vSardincs 

...  3 — J oz.  tins 

Macaroni  (tinned)  ... 

1 — 14  oz.  tin 

vStewed  Steak  (tinned) 

3 — 16  oz.  tins 

Pudding  (tinned) 

2 — 16  oz.  tins 

vSausage  (tinned) 

9—16  oz.  tins 

Tomatoes  (tinned)  ... 

4 — 16  oz.  tins 

Bacon  (tinned) 

2 — 22  oz.  tins 

Beetroot  (tinned)  ... 

... 

1 — 16  oz.  tin 

Black  puddings 

6 lbs. 

Dates 

...  350  lbs. 

Pilchards 

1 — 16  oz.  tin 

Oats  (flaked) 

...  4 cwts. 

Cod  

13  stones 

Beef  (Corned) 

26 — 12  oz.  tins 

Bacon 

3i  lbs. 

Fish  Balls  

6 — 16  oz.  tins 

Icooc 

* ^;^r***’  ...  ... 

7 dozen 

Peaches 

3 — 16  oz.  tins 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALHNCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  8 cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified, 
all  measles. 


Tuberculosis — The  responsible  authority  for  the  care  of  the  tuber- 
cular is  the  Northamptonshire  County  Council,  whose  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  receives  a Weekly  Return  of  Tubercular  cases,  removals, 
etc.,  from  the  Borough. 


Institutional  treatment  is  afforded  where  necessary  and  several  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  “ pick  ups  ” have  been  admitted  for  treatment. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  note  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  County 
wide  check  up  so  made. 


Age  periods 
years 

0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 
15—25 

Two  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  male 
' adolescents. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


New  Cases  during  19-47. 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 


Male 

Female 

Jlale 

Female 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  Imnmnisa- 


tion  at  any  time 

up  to 

31st 

December, 

1946. 

Total 

Age  at  31 ; 12,,  45  Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5—9 

10--14 

under 

15 

Year  born 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

’38  42 

’33  ,'37 

Ro.  Immunised  ... 
Estimated  Mid-year 
population  1947 

1 

26 

37 

321 

36 

37 

210 

528 

252 

599 

849 
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SECTION  G. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

SLAIMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  MADE  BY  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Houses  inspected  (vi.sits)  683 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  39 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Premises  for  voluntary  improvement  inspected  ...  ...  25 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  500 

Infectious  Diseases  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defects  remedied  during  the  year  ... 

Demolition  of  obstructive  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  repairs  effected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  year  ...  ...  ...  1,986 

Housing  details  are  to  be  found  under  that  head. 
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